LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING
COMMITTEE, DISTRICT II
20776 Central Avenue East, Suite 1, Blountstown, Florida 32424
(850) 488-6211 ext. 102  Fax: (850) 488-1616
Chairman: Richard R. Smith
Vice Chairman: Chief Tom Quillin
Staff to the Committee: Apalachee Regional Planning Council

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sheltering-In-Place Guidelines
What is “shelter-in-place”?
The term “shelter-in-place” means to take cover in a building rather than evacuate during a chemical or
hazardous materials release. Though the natural inclination is to flee a vapor cloud during a chemical incident,
it actually may be more dangerous to evacuate because of the direction of the wind or the speed of the
chemical or chemical agents that are being dispersed.
Before an incident
Chemicals are part of daily lives and are all around us. They are used in businesses, manufacturing, healthcare
facilities and in homes. Normally, these chemicals are used appropriately and do not create a hazard.
However, when an accident occurs, these chemicals can become a health and safety concern.
Everyone needs to learn to detect the presence of hazardous materials. Yet, many hazardous materials do not
have a taste or odor associated with them. Some materials can cause physical reactions such as watering of
the eyes or nausea. You should develop a plan in the event of the need to “shelter-in-place.”
When to “shelter-in-place”?
When there is an emergency involving a chemical or hazardous materials release (where sheltering-in-place is
warranted), local authorities will likely issue an emergency alert system notification either by telephone,
television, radio or by canvassing neighborhoods.
If a hazardous materials spill or chemical attack were to occur, local authorities would instruct the public to do
one of two things:
Issued Instruction
“Evacuate immediately”



Public Action
Leave the area of potential hazard

Or…
“Shelter-in-Place”



Seek immediate shelter

Who would issue the “shelter-in-place” initiative?
The order to “shelter- in-place” would likely come from any of the following:
● County Emergency Management Personnel
● Firefighters
● Law Enforcement Personnel
● Local Public Officials (Mayor, County Commissioners, City/County Managers)
Continued…

Where to “shelter-in-place”?
Sheltering-in-place should be conducted in an enclosed structure such as a building (home, store, school,
office or church) or in a vehicle. The idea is to find shelter rather than remain outside.
How to shelter-in-place
When the notification comes from authorities to begin sheltering-in-place, the following steps should be taken
to ensure safety and save lives:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Quickly move everyone present indoors and do not use elevators.
Close and lock all windows and doors.
Close off non-essential rooms such as storage areas or a laundry room.
Turn off all ventilation systems (heating, air conditioning, dampers, fans, etc.).
Seal all doors, windows, ceiling vents and other sources of outside air with plastic sheeting.
If possible, move to an interior room or an interior bathroom.
Place a wet towel at the base of the door to cover the opening. Secure the towel with tape.
Listen to the television or radio for further information or instructions.
Stay off the telephone unless there is an emergency.

If you think dangerous fumes have entered the building, place a wet cloth over your nose and mouth.
If caught in a vehicle during a chemical emergency:
● Close all windows, vents, air conditioning, and ventilation systems.
● If possible, drive away from any visible gas or clouds of smoke.
● Turn on the radio for further instructions and updates.
If caught at the scene of an accident:
● If you see an accident, call 911.
● Move away from the accident scene and help keep others away.
● Stay away from accident victims until the toxic substances have been identified.
● Try to stay upstream, uphill or upwind of the accident.
Sheltering-in-place supplies
● Battery-powered radio, flashlight, extra batteries
● Cellular phone (if no phone is in the room)
● Bottled water and snack food.
● Bath towels
● Duct tape
● Premeasured plastic sheeting
● Scissors
For additional information regarding the “Sheltering-in-Place” program at the District 2 Local Emergency
Planning Committee or chemical information, please feel free to contact Chris Rietow at (850) 488-6211, ext.
102 or chris.rietow@thearpc.com. Also, the LEPC staff is available to conduct a “Shelter-in-Place”
presentation to civic groups, clubs, school districts and churches upon request.

